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Duty of GO D's Mailers. 


ACTS:c. xvi. Part of vas. 


Theſe Men are the Servants of the moſt 
High GOD, which ſhew unto us the 
Ma of Salvation, 


* 
1 


FE ONE HESF Words being ſpo- 
* | ken by the Grand ey 
to all Truth, concerning 
St. Paul, St. Luke the E- 
vangeliſt, and others, the 
Diſciples and Followers of Him who 
was” Truth it ſelf ; thoſe who were the 
Preachers, and Publifhers of the good 
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7 A Viſitation Sermon. 

Tidings of the Goſpel ; I ſhall, in my 
Apeaking/to them, endeavour, in ſome 
Meaſure, to repreſent the Duty and 
Office of thoſe, who (in this Senſe) are 
the Servants of the moſt High G OD. 
Birkt then, it is requiſite and neceſſary, 
that thoſe who are his Servants, ſhould 
inform themſelves, as far as is poſſible, 
with the Mind and Will of their Loxo 
and Maſter; ſhould Study his Nature, 
and the eee 'of his Perfectigns, 
"that they may know how to perform 
What is, acceptable and, well-pleaſing 
to him, and tell of all his wondrous 
Works, that his Way may be known 
upon Emth, and his ſaving” Health a- 
mong all Nations: The Kings and 
Princes of this World have their He- 
ralds, to proclaim their pompous Ti- 
tles, and to magnify and extol thei: 
Glory and Honour; and ſhall he, who 


is KING of Kings, and LORD of 


Lords,” who! is Glorious in Holineſs, 
Hearful in Praiſes, doing Wonders, be 
paſs'd by in, Silence by his Servants ? 
Fho' our Goodneſs cannot extend to 
Him, nor our Praiſes add to his immenſe 
Glory (he being Stage and Theater 
enough to himſelf) yer Praiſe is come- 
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Magnify GOD aright, it is neceſſary 
we ſhould have juſt Notions and Ap- 
prehenſions of the Deity: A clear and 
perfect Idea of the Excellencies and 
Perfections of his Nature, (as far as 
Rea ſon will permit) will be of admi- 
rable conſequence to Mankind, to keep 
them ſtedfaſt and immoveable in the ſo- 
lid Principles of Religion, and rooted 
and grounded in their Love to him. 
For when once we are well acquainted 
with the Nature of GOD, and his 
Attributes, we ſhall plainly diſcern what 
Things his Righteous Soul moſt de- 
lights in ; this will make our Hearts 
Calm and Serene, even when Clouds 
and Darkneſs are round about us ; it 
will render our Faith firm and ſtable, 
not to be blown away with every 
Blaſt of Wind, or the cunning Crat- 
tineſs, whereby Men lie in wait to 
deceive. By acquainting our felves 
with G O D, we {hall be inſtructed to 
pay him both a reaſonable and an 
acceptable Service; yea, it will make 
our Lives eaſy, and our Days happy; 
for | by this we ſhall get rid of vain 
and ſuperſtitious Fears and Hopes of 
pleaſing or diſpleaſing that GOD, with 
whom we have to do. Thoſe things, 
which 
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6 AVifitation Sermon. 


which Superſtitious Perſons lay ſo much 
ſtreſs upon, and partly thro? Ignorance. 
partly thro? the almoſt invincible Pre. 
judices of Education, ſeparate from our 
Communion (which is the Beauty of 
Holineſs) will appear but as Hay, Straw, 
and Stubble, in reſpect of the weighti- 
er Matters of the Law, Righteouſneſs, 
Mal :3.23- Judgment, and Faith, or the (Love 
Luk. . ½ of GOD: Eliphax adviſed his diſcon- 
ſolate Friend, Job, to acquaint himſelf 
with G OD, as the onely proper Stay 
and Comfort in his great Afflictions: 
(Job az 21.) Acquaivt now thy ſelf with 
him, thereby ſhalt thou be at Peace: Agree- 
able to which is that of the Prophet 
Il. 50: 16 Iſai al, Miho is among you that feareth the 
LORD, that obeyeth the Voice of his Ser. 
vant, that walketh: in Darkneſs, and hath 
#0 Light ? Let him Truſt in the Name f 
the LORD, and Stay upon his GOD, To 
know GOD as we ought, and to re- 
preſent him to others, as he is; is the 
ready Way to win Souls, to turn Men 
from Darkneſs unto Light, and from 
the Kingdom of Satan unto 60D: See 
then that ye know him, from the leaſt 
to the greateſt; and be ready always 
to give an Anſwer to every Man that 
asketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that 
| is 
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| ſcoffingly ſay, What is the Almighty, that 
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is in you, and of the Nature of that 
GOD, whoſe Servants ye are. Should 
ſome haughty Pharaoh ask (when GOD 
ſends to have 1/rael ſet free from Slave- 
ry and Bondage) Who « the LORD, 
that I ſhould obey his Voice ? T know not 
the LORD, neither will I let Iſrael 


go, Let us convince him, the Lo x D Ex. ;. :. 


is the moſt High G OD that ruleth in 
the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to 
whomſoever he will; that he pulleth 
down one, and ſetteth up another, as 
it ſeemeth beſt to his Godly Wiſdom. 

Should the Proſperous and Succeſsful 
Sinner ſay (ſince Sentence againſt an e- 
vil Work is not Executed ſpeedily) 
Tuſh, How doth GO D know? And is 
there Knowledge in the moſt High ? Can 
he Judge thro the dark Clouds? Are they 


not a Covering unto him, that he cannot 


| ſee? Let us tell ſuch a One, That the 


Eyes of the LORD are in every Place, be- 


holding the Evil and the Good; that he is 


Omniſcient and Omnipreſent, about our Bed, 


| and about our Path, and *ſpieth out all our 


Ways; and therefore there is no Darkneſs, 


| nor ſhadow of Death, where the Workers of 
| Intquity may hide themſelves. 


Should the Licentious and Prophane 
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A Viſitation Sermon. 
we ſbould ſerve him, and what Profit ſhall 
we have, if we pray unto him? Do not all 


Thing 


s come alike to all? And is there not 
one Event to the Righteous, and the Wicked ? 
Let us ſhow ſuch, how Rich and Plen- 
teous the LORD is in his Goodneſs to. 
wards thoſe that Love him; That hi, 
tender Mercy is from Everlaſting to Ever. 
lafling upon them that fear him, and his 
Righteouſneſs to Children's Children, 10 
ſuch as keep his Covenant and his Com. 
mandments to do them; Let us ſhew 
them, how it is he alone that giveth 
g. Men Power to get (*) Wealth, hat fl. 
leth their Houſes with good Things, and 
feedeth them by the Waters of Comfort ; And 
therefore, if they would ſpend their 
Days 1n Proſperity, and their Years in 
Pleaſure, they muft obey and ſerve him; 
{ince 1t 15 he alone that giveth them Rain 
from Heaven, and fruittul Seaſons, filling 
their Hearts with Food and Gladneſs ;*tis 
irom him alone cometh every good and 
perfect Gift; and tho? GOD be kind to 
the Unthankful and to the Evil, as well 
as the Good, yet the Secret of the LORD I 


25 14. with them that fear him (4) The Eyes of the 


Lord are over the Righteaus,and his Ears art 
open unto their Prayers; but the Face of the 
Lord is againit them that do Evil ; Again, 

| ſhould 
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ſhould the ignorant and unlearned en- 
uire, ſaying, Wherenith ſhall I come be- 
ore the Lord, and bow my ſelf before the 
high Goa? Shall I come before him with 


Burnt-offering s e * With Catves of 4 Tear 4 6. 
Old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with Thouſands 75 


of Rams? or with Ten thouſands of Rivers 
of Oil ? Shall I give my Firſt-born for my 


Tranſgreſſion ? The Fruit of my Body for the 


Sin of my Soul? Let us aſſure ſuch a 
one, thar che Lord our God requireth 
none of theſe vain Oblations; but that 
to do Juſtice, to love Mercy, and to walk 
humbly with our God, is more acceptable in 
his Sight, than all whole Burnt-Offerings 
and Sacrifices : Tho' as touching the Al- 
mighty we cannot find him out to per- 
fection; yet we know he is excellent in 


Power, and in plenty of + Fuſtice, and that job. 37. 
he will not willingly affiift : That he is a 23. 


God of Love and Goodneſs, and there- 
fore has predeſtinated no Man, with 
an abſolute, and unconditional Decree, 
to everlaſting Miſery : They who repre- 
ſent God, as a ſtern inexorable Being, 
do Religion a great deal of Miſchief, and 
rob the moſt high God, of his molt dar- 
ling Attribute; for were he not a God 
pardoning Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and 
Sin ; were he ſuch a Being, as would 


no more be entreated, when we have 
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4 Viſitation Sermon. 


once done amiſs, and dealt wickedly, 
who then could be ſaved, ſince in many 
things we offend all ? To believe this of 
God, That his Mercy is clean gone for 
ever, for one Tranſgreſſion; and that 
his Promiſe is come utterly to an end for 
evermore; that he hath forgotten to be 
gracious, and hath ſhut up his loving 
Kindeſs in Diſpleaſure ; to believe this, 
I ſay, of God, is to bring us into the 
deſpairing State of Devils; who are 
therefore Devils, 2. e. Beings wholly bent 
on Miſchief, becauſe they know there 
is no Door of Mercy to be opened to 
them, whereby they may be ſaved; 
their Day of Grace and Mercy is over, 
their Door is ſhut, and therefore all 
hopes of Repentance are excluded ; 
which makes them deſperate in their 
Deſigns, going to and fro? like roaring 
i.yons, ſeeking whom they may De- 
vour : But now, he that repreſents God, 
as a tender Lover of Souls, who would 
have all Men to be ſaved, and come to 
the Knowledge of the Truth; who, tho? 
he be a God that will by no means clear 
the Guilty; yer is ſuch a God as will 
turn unto us, when we turn unto: him, 
a God whoſe Nature and Property. is 


always to have Mercy, and to forgive ; 


ores Men the greateſt Encouragement to. 
dram 


ſeek him + whether it be in things thar + 1c, 11. 
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draw nigh to God, and to repent, and turn 
themſelves from all their Tranſpreſſions, 
that Iniquity may not be their Ruin: fz kus. 
Hence the Pſalmiſt tells us, the Belief . 
that there is Mercy with God, is what 
induces Men to fear him: There is For- 
giveneſs with thee, that thou may#t be 

fear'd; or (as *tis otherwiſe rendered) 

There is Mercy with thee, therefore ſbult 

thou be fear'd &: Tis this makes Men take p. 130. 4. 
delight in approaching unto God ; to be 

glad to enter into his Gates with Thankſ- 

giving, and into his Courts with Praiſe ; 

to be thankful unto him, and ſpeak good 

of his Name. He that conſiders God ts 

a plenteous Rewarder of them that diligently 
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reſpect this Life, or the weightier Con- . 

cernments of a better, will refolve, 

(like || Foſhuas) That he and his Houſe of 2 

will ſerve the Lord: The Aimiableneſs and 15. 

Excellency of the Nature of that God, 

wnoſe Servants we are, have in them a 

conſtraining Love; let it then be our 

principal Care to make true Repreſen- 

rations of him, that Men may ferve him 

with Fear, and rejoyce before him 

with Reverence; knowing, that to the 

Lord our God belong Mercies and Forgive- 

neſs, * tho? we have rebelled againſt him. - Dan. . 

 Seconaly, As we are the Servants of 

the molt high God, it becomes us to be 
B 2 faith» 
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faithful in the diſcharge of our Duty, 
to preach no other Doctrine, to an- 
nounce no other way of Salvation, than 
that which we have received from 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles : 7 give thee charge 
in the ſight of God, ( ſays St. Paul to 
Timothy) who quickeneth all things, * and 
before Jeſus Chriſt, who before Pontius 
Pilate witneſſed a good Confiſſion, that thou 
keep this Commandment without Spot, un- 
rebukeable, until the Appearing of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt: If an Angel from Heaven 
preach any other Goſpel to you, than what 
we have preached unto you, let him be ac- 
curſed, + To preach the Word of God 
in Truth and Verity, to hold faſt the 
Faith once deliver'd unto the Saints, 
and to keep ſtedfaſt and immoveable 
unto the Form of ſound Words, which 
from the Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity 
have been handed down to us, will 
make us faithful Miniſters of the New 
Teſtament. As we are the Miniſters of 
God, we are not to become Servants 
of Men, in ſewing Pillows to every 
Arm-hole, and in Preaching unto 
them ſmooth Things only; but our 
principal care ſhould be to pleaſe him, 
him, who hath choſen us to be his 
Soldiers, that we may War a good Warfare, 
bolaing Faith and a good Conſcience: My 

A Speech 


Speech 
mas 10 
dom: 
ded n 
Chriſt 
the 7 
hear ke. 


Je, for 
ſeen ad 


and fa 
to ap! 


| be up 
before 
ſy Sce 
be ou 
| ated 
Serva 
is he 
| I have 
my Co, 
will a 
| teouſi 
| Judge 
then t 
as the 
| that h, 
| the F.. 


therel 
and h 


us be 
{ures 1 


uty, 
an- 


than 
rom 
arge 
to 
and 
itius 
thou 
un- 
Lord 
en 
what 
A- 
God 

the 
ints, 
able 
hich 
nity 
will 
Yew 
rs of 
ants 
very 
to 
our 
um, 

bis 
fare, 

My 
eech 


to appear, let us, like good Watchmen, 
| be upon our Guard: It will not be long 
| before Death will put a period to this bu- 
| ſy Scene of Life; and when it does, it will 
be our laſting Comfort, that we have 
{ated our Part well, and as becomes the 
| Servants of the moſt High God; happy 
is he that ſhall make his Exit; ſaying, 
| have fought a good Fight, I have finiſh'd 
my Courſe, I have kept the Faith: Yea, this 
| will add a Luſtre to that Crown of Righ- 
| teouſneſs, 
Judge ſhall give us at the latter Day; for 

then thoſe that have done good, ſball ſhine 

as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and they 

| that have turn'd many to Righteouſneſs, as Pan. 12.3. 
| the Stars for ever and ever: That we may 

| therefore die the Death of the Righteous, 


us be cautious of giving into any Mea- 
ſures that may ca 


- A Viſuation Sermon. 13 
Speech, and my Preaching (ſays St. Paul) 
vas not with enticing Words of Mens Wiſ- 
dom.; When the Apoſtles were comman- 
ded not to ſpeak at all in the Name of 
Chriſt : . They anſwered the Rulers of 
the Jews, ſaying, Whether it be right to 
hearken unto you, more than unto God, judge 
e, for we cannot but ſpeak the things we have 
ſeen and heard (+) If at any time corrupt 40. f 15 
and falſe Doctrines ſpring up, and hegin @& 
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Holy Religion, or wound our own Soul. 
Should Balacł offer us his Houſe full of 
Gold or Silver, yet let us, refuſe to go 
beyond the Word of the Lord to ſpeak 
Tanti Either good or bad, (% Let us judge 
tibi non for out ſelves in matters that concern 
fir, Omnis our eternal Salvation, and not pin our 
gh qu od; Faith and Confidence wholly upon others, 
an mare Let us, as we are the Miniſters of God, 
_— ſearch the Scriptures, and Meditate upon 
ſomno ca- them; knowing that whatſoever is not 
eas contain'd therein, or may not neceſſari- 
ly be deduced therefrom, is no Funda- 
mental Doctrine of our Lord and Saviour 

Jeſus Chriſt : There is, nor can be, no 
ther Foundation for us to build upon, but 
what is already laid, Jeſus Chriſt, the fame 
Heb.;3 8. Leſterday, to Day, and for ever: (Let us 
then take heed how we build upon this 
ſure Foundation, knowing that at the 
laſt Day, every Man's Work ſhall be made 
manifeſt : We are Labourers together with 
God, ſays St. Paul ; according to the Gratz 
of God which is given unto me, as 4 wiſe 
Maſtere builder, I have laid the Foundation, 
and another buildeth thereon, but let every 
Man tate heed how he buildeth thereupon, for 
otßer Foundation can no Man lay, than that 
ir laid, which is 44175 Chriſt: Now if any 
Man baild upon this Foundation, Gold, Sil- 
ver, Precious Stones, Mood, Hay, Stubble, 
„ . ever) 
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er Mans Work ſhall be made manifeſt; for 
Jul. A he Day ſhall declare it, becauſe it ſpall be re- 
M1 of Ned by Fire, and the Fire ſhall try every 


o go WW Man's Work of what ſort it is; if any Man's 

peak Wl Work abide, which he hath built thereupon, 

udge Wl le (ball receive 2 reward; if any Man's work 

cern WW (bull be burnt, he ſhall ſuſſer loſs, but he him- | 

| our N ſpall be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire: With cor. ;. 
hers; W good reaſon therefore did St. Paul exhort 10 Ce. 
God, WM Timothy, to hold faſt the Form of ſound: 

upon ¶ Words, which he had heard of him in 

5 not Faith and Love, which is in Chriſt : 

Nari- WM Wherefore, my Brethren, let us ſtudy 


to ſhew our ſelves approv'd unto God, 
Workmen that need not to be aſhamed, 
no o. Nightly dividing the Word of Truth: 
1, but {Ws we are allom'd of God to be put in Truſt 
fame {With the Goſpel, even ſo let us ſpeak, not as 
et us Neaſing Men, but God *: If Het pleaſed Men, 1 Thel. 2. 
n this Whys the Apoſtle, *I ſhould not be the Ser. ,,t 10. 
t the {Wont of Chriſt. A 
made W 3. As we are the Servants of the moſt 
with High God, whois of purer Eyes than to behold 
Grace Wlngquity, it becomes us to be holy, unde- 
4 wiſe fled, and ſeparate from Sinners; to have 


lation, Ino Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works 

ever) Wt Darkneſs, but rather reprove them. 

„; for IB. ye Holy, ſays the Spirit of God, that 

p that rar the Veſſels of the ( Lord, If God had i . 
if any Neſpect unto Abel and his Offering, for thge 

„ Sil- Poodneſs of the Man; Happy and Bleſſed 

ubble, 85 » 2 

ever) 


16 A Viſitation Sermon. | 
are thoſe Servant s upon whoſe Hearts there i; 

Exod- 28. engr en, HOLIN ESS TO THE LORD, 
36. hac, ines les Brcincr, Hence ye prophane, 
was an Expreſſion uſed, even by the 

very Heathens, when they ſacrificed to 

their impure Deities; No unclean Thing 
therefore ought to be found in the Hands 

of him, who worſhips that God, and 

ſtands miniſtring in his Preſence, who 

is glorious in Holineſs, and hateth with 

a perfect hatred all the Workers of ini. 

quity. Who ſhall aſcend into the Hill o 

the Lord? Aud who ſhall ſtand in his Hol 

Place? He that hath clean Hands, and « 

pare Heart, He ſhall receive the Bleſſing from 

the Lord, and Righteouſneſs from the God 

#f 14s 2 bis Salvation. So again, when the 
oly Prophet makes enquiry, faying, 

Lord who ſhall abide in thy Tabernacle ! 
Who ſhall awell” in thy holy Hill? The 
anſwer is, He that walketh uprightly, and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the 
Truth in his Heart; He that backbiteth not 
with his Tongue, nor doth. Evil to his 
Neighbour, nor taketh up a Reproach again|| 
his Neighbour; in whoſe Eyes a wile Perſon 
# contemn'd, but He honoureth and maketh 
much of them that fear the Lord F. An 
exemplary Life and Converſation, is 
conſtant Preaching to a degenerate and 
naughty World and many (who for 2 
| 4 | ſeaſon 
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ſeaſon have been prepofſeſ9d againſt us, 
and our 
won to a better Courſe of Life, by ob- 
ſerving, That in Simplicity and Sadly 
Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wildont but 
the Graos of God, We. have had our 


(my Brethren) adorn the Doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all Things, renQun- 
cing the hidden Works of | Darkneſs, 
and (with the: Apoſtle) count all Things 
bat loſs and dug, for the excellency of the 
Knowledge that ws in Chriſt 
Lord: If we walk as Children of Light, 
and of the Day of Grace, and ſhew out of 
a good Converfation our Works, with 
Meekneſs of Wiſdom; we ſhall bring 
Glory to God on high, 'on Earth Peace, 
and Good towards all Men; and procure 
to our ſelves ſuch a laſting Veneration 
and Eſteem, as neither the Malice of 
Men nor Devils will be able to deſtroy, 


for who is be that ſhall harm us, if me be * 1 Pet, 3. 
that which is. * good i Let it 3 


then be our chief Care to commit bur 
Souls to God in well-doing, as unto a 
faithful Creator, that God in all things 
any be glorified ; Herein is my Father 
lorified | (ſays Chriſt to his Diſciples) 
at ye bear — Fruit; e let 


o Light jo ſhine __ Men, that they ee 


ing 


ood Exhortations) have been 


onverſation in the World. Let us then 
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18 A Viſitation Sermon. 
ing your good Works, may gloriſy your Father 
Mat. g. mhich is in Heaven; by this we ſhall be 
„2 Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
Glory of God's People; let as not 
then Sleep, as do others, bat let us Watch 
and be Sober, putting on the Breaſt. plate 
of Faith and Love, and for an Hel- 
t 1Theſ,52 wet, the "Hope of Salvation * The 
5,3, Exemplarineſs of our Lives, and the 
Probity of our Manners, will give Force 
and Power to bur Word and Doctrine, 
and make it {ink the eafier into honeſt 
and well-difpoſed ,: yea even ſtony, 
Hearts. We may, with a good Grace, 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort ; when we 
can fay, with St. Paul, The Things 
which ye have learn'd both and receiv d, and 
„ and beard in me, do, and the 
(Gnd of Peace ſhall be with jou: Lori. 
pedem rectus deridear, Ethiopem albus. 
— La# out firſt the Beam out of thine own 
„ak é. Bye, and then ſbalt thou ſee clearly: to pull 
out the Mote that in in thy. Brother's Eye. * 
When we are blameleſs and harmleſs, 
_ as the Stewards and Sons of God; when 
we ſtudy to be quiet, and to do our own 
buſineſs; it will kindle in us a fervent 
Zeal, to warn and charge every one, 
that namethꝭ the name of Chriſt, to 
depart from Iniquity, and to ſay with 


© 


| 2 Cor, St. Paul, whois weak; and I am not weak, 
14. 29. TRY "I who 


— 
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who is 
therefore did the Apoſtle exhort Titas 
to ſhew himſelf a Pattern of good 


Works in all Things *; and Timothy, tor Tir. , 


take heed unto himſelf and to his Do- 
ctrine. Take heed unto thy ſelf, and to 
h Doctrine, continue in them, for in doing 
this thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, and them 


that hear thee *: Let it then be our ear- 
neſt and hearty Endeavour, ſo to walk, ; 


and: to pleaſe God, as to give no offence 
in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not 
blamed, and Men abhor the Offerin 

of the Lord. Not that the World 
ſhould think we are not like other 
People, have not our Failings, as well 
as they; no, we are not ſo vain, as to 
ſay with the proud Phariſee, God, I 
thank thee that I am not like other 
Men! No, we have no ſuch mighty 
Conceits of ourſelves; we are too ſenſi- 
ble, that in many things we offend all : 
Nihil humani alienum, There is no 
Temptation that hath taken others, 
but what we ourſelyes are all ſubject 
to. Tho? we are the Ambaſſadors of 
the moſt high God, and to us is com- 
mitted the Word of Reconciliation, tho? 
we are ſtyled Angels, in reſpect of our 
ſacred Office and Miniſtry ; yet it mult 
be acknowledged we are but Men; and 
abs 2” tho? 


offended, and I burn not? Well 


10 


AF ſitation Sermon. 
tho?/ unto us is committed heavenly 
Treaſure, (ſach Things as Eye hath not 
ſeen, no Ear heard) yer is it lodged in 
Earthen Veſſels, in Bodies that are but 
Houſes of Clay; ſubject ro many Imper- 


fections; ſo ſays the Apoſtle *, God, who 


commanded the Light to ſhine out of Darkenſs, 
hath ſhined in our Hearts, to give the Light of 


h Knowledge of the Glory of God, in the 


Fate of 


Jeſus Ohriſt; but ne have this 
Treaſure in EARTHEN VESSELS, that 
the Excellency of the Power may be of God, 
and not of us, And this, my Brethren of 
the Laity, tho? it be our Misfortune, 
tends to your great advantage, and 
rherefſore, whenever you obſerve our 
ſlips and miſcarriages, they deſerve your 
Pity and your Prayers, rather than your 
Scorn: Were not we, who are the Mi- 
niſters of the moſt high God, ſubje& to 
the ſame Failings that others are, tis to 
be fear'd the Sowre Leaven of the 
Pliariſees would ſoon ſpread; and thoſe 
amiable Graces, which ſo eminently 
adorn the Chriftian Religion above all 
others, loſe much of their native Come- 
lineſs and Beauty. Meekneſs, Charity, 
and a tender Compaſſion for the Failings 
ancklnfirmities of others would in a man- 
ner, if not totally, be loſt, were it not 
for this: Tis by our being Men of like 

* 8 Paſſions 
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A Viſitation" Sermon. 21 
enly Nraſſions with you, that we are inſtru- 
not {ed to comfort the Feeble· minded, to 
1 in ſupport the Weak, and to be patient to- 
bur wards all Men. Hence it is we learn to 
per- bear one anothers burthens, to be piti- 
who ful and courteous, and to ſymphathize 
enſs, sich them that ſaffer adverſity, as being 
br of WMourſelves aljo in the Body *: If a Man bet web. 13. 
the {overtaken in a fault, we which are Spi-: 
ritual, by conſidering ourſelves, know 
the better how to reflore ſuch a one in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs x. Seeing then our fail- « Gil. 5.x. 
ings are your Advantage, we deſerve | 
(whenever you fee them) your Pity and 
your Prayers rather than your Scorn ; 
yea, *tis your Duty not to expoſe, but 
draw a Veil over our Imperfections: O 
tell them not in Gath/ publiſh them 
not in the Streets of Askelon, leſt the 
Philiſtines Rejoyce, and the Uncircumy 
ciſed triumph; but if occaſion be, and 
need fo require, rather ſay to Archippas, 
Take heed unto thy ſelf, and to thy 
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Doctrine: Notwithſtanding all our Im- 1 
perfections, let a Man account of us, 48} 
as of the Miniſters of God, and the 1 
Stewards of his Myſteries: Te know, ſays | ont 


St. Paul, how thro* the inſirmity of the: Gal. 4: 
Fleſh I preached unto you, at the firſt, and * 

my Temptation, which was in my Fleſh, ye 
deſpiſed not, but receivꝰd me as an ANGEL 
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OF GOD, even as Jeſus Chriit : And elſe. 
where the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, I beſeech 
you, Brethren, to know them. which Labouy 


among you, and are over you in the Lord, 


® 3 Thel. 5- 


| 12, 13 


eb 2.16. 


and ad moniſb you, and to efteem them very 
highly in Love for their Works * jake : Not- 
withftanding in many things we offend 
all, yet let not this be a ſtumbling block, 
or an occaſion of Offence to any in run- 
ning the ways of God's Commandments; 
ſome of the greateſt Saints have been the 
vileſt Sinners; and,tho' to obey, be better 
than Sacrifice, or ſerious Repentance, yet 
by our Failings,you ſee,we are but Men; 
and had we none, tis queſtionable, if we 
ſhould pity the Miſcarriages of others, 
with that tender Affection and Regard, the 
conſtraining Love of Chriſt towards us 
requires. One chief Rea ſon, among others, 
r which our Bleſſed Lord took our 
ature upon him, was, That he might be 
a merciful High-Prieſt, where ſpeaking ot 
Chriſt, the Apoſtle faith, * Verity he tool 
not on him the Nature of Angels, hut he took 
on him the Seed of Abraham ; wherefore in 
all things it behoved him to be made like unto 
his Brethren, that he might tbe a Merci- 


ful and Faithful High-Prieit in things per- 


taining to God, to mate Reconciliation for 
the Sins of the People; for in that he himſelj 
ſuſfer d, being tempted, he is able to ſuccour 
them that are tempted. Len, 
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d elſe- . L4fh, As we are the Servants of the 
beſeech Þ moſt high God, who is the God of Love 
Labour and Peace, it principally becomes us 
Lord, ¶ to be at Unity among ourſelves, to 
n very ¶ love as Bret hren, to be pitiful and cour- 
Not- teous: As concerning Brotherly. love 
offend WT: need not that I write unto you, ſays the 
block, ¶ Apoſtle, for ye your ſelves are taught of God 
1 run- Nin dove one (*) another. Let it then be Tbef + 5: 
ments, Wour great Care to have fervent Charity 
en the Namong our ſelves, and to love one ano. 
better ther, as God hath loved us. Tis not by 
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ce, yet the Severity of their Lives, or the Auſte- $ 
Men; rity of their Habit, but by a benign 1 
, if we Hremper and Diſpoſition, that the Diſci- 13 
xthers, Wples of Chriſt are to be known: By this by 


rd,the 
rds us 
others, 
K our 


ball all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if 

ye have love one to ( another: Let it then · joha 13 
be our great Care to cultivate a good Un- 37. 
derftanding between us in all things, that 


ight be ure commendable and praiſe-worthy ; 
10g of ſnd to have fervent Charity among our 
he rook Iſelves, which ſhall cover a multitude of 
he took Fins, . It we keep the Unity of the Spi- 


ore in 
e unto 


Merci- 


fit, in the Bond of Peace, and in Righte- 
uſneſs of Life, we ſhall be the Joy of 
he whole Earth; and Men will fay,1ha 


per- Pod is in us of a Truth, that God who is 

ion for Ihe Author of Peace in all the Churches of the 

umſelf Paints (*). We that are the Servants of * Cor. 14 
weccour, he Living God, who makes Men to be 33 


Laitly, of 


24 A Viſitation Sermon. + 
of one Mind in an Houſe, ſhould tran. 
fcribe-and imnate his moſt glorious Ar. 
tributes, be Followers of him as dear 
Children, and walk in Love, as Chriſt 

alſo hath loved us, Could we but once 
arrive to that God-like Temper and Dif. 
poſition of being Merciful as our Father 
which is iu Heaven is merciful, and of lo- 
ving our Neighbour as our ſelves, andas 

God loved us, we ſhould bring again up. 

on Earth the Golden Age, and might 

once more expect to fee happy Days: 

Could ve but once lay afide our uncha- 

ritable Cenſures, and our unhappy Divi- 

ſions; Primitive Chriftianity (which made 

Men of one Heart, and of one Soul) would 

again revive: Charity is the onely way 

now left to propagate the Goſpel ol Chriſt, 
but yet it is ſo excellent () a way, that 
that of Miracles and Prophecy give place 
to it: Let us therefore follow after the 
Things which make for Peace, and 
Things whereby one may edify another; 

1 : Cor. for what faith the Apoſtle ||-Tho? I have 

2. 2. theGift of Prophecy, and underſtand all My. 

F#eries, and all Knowledge, and tho I have 

all Faith, ſo that T could remove Mountains, 

and have no Charity, I am nothing: Put 
on therefore, as the Elect of God (Holy 
and Beloved) Bowels of Mercy,' Kind- 
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neſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, 
Long-ſuffering, Forbearing one another; 


if any Man have a Quarrel againſt any, 
even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye; 
and above all, put on Charity, which is 
the Bond of Perfectneſs, and let the Peace 
of God rule in your Hearts, to the which al- 


ſoye are called in one Body. What pity and Col.3.12, 


unſpeakable Grief is it ro Men of an Hea- 
venly Temper and Diſpoſition, who are 
Born of God, and have the Spirit of Chriſt 
dwelling in them, to obſerve unreaſon- 
able Heats and Animoſities among the 
the Sons of the moſt tender and indulgent 


Mother? for the Diviſions of Reuben, the 


Breaches of our Sion, there are great 
ſearchings of Heart? When one faith, 7 
am of Paul, and another, I am of Apol- 
los; when there are bitter Envyings and 
Strifes, and Diviſions in our Nation; ler 
us, the Ambaſſadors of the Prince of Peace, 
lift our Voice like a Trumpet, and ſhem the 
People their Tranſgreſſions, and the Houſe of 
Jacob their Sins, But when the Shep- 
herds are ſmitten, or rather ſmiting one 
another, no wonder that we hear the 
Lowing of the Oxen, and the Bleating 


of the Sheep; that one faith, I am of 


Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; 
when alas | who is Paul? or who is A. 
pollos ? but Miniſters lawfully ordain'd 
| D to 
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II. 14 2: 8 
to which end let us beware of Men, be- 


A Viſitation Sermon, 
to Preach the Word of God, and to Ad- 


miniſter his Sacraments > Let us con- 


vince thoſe that ſay, Lo bere is Chriſt; and, 
lo there, thar he that planteth, and he 
that watereth are all one, and that eve- 
ry Man ſhall receive according as his 
-Work ſhall be (whether he be High or 
Low) in the Day when God ſhall judge the 


Secrets of Mens Hearts by the Man Chriſt 


Jeſs, Fatal muſt the Conſequences needs 
prove, when Members of the ſame So- 
ciety,Servants of the ſame Family,Stew- 
ards of the fame Houſhold (who-ſhould 
be of one Mind) are biting and devour- 
ing each other. A Man needs not the 
Wiſdom of Sloman, or the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy to foretell the Natural Conſequen. 
ces of theſe things; God grant our Eyes 
may be oven'd, that we may fee the 
Things that belong to our Peace, before 
they be hid from us, and we are ſwept 
away with the Beſom * of Deſtruction | 


ware of evil Workers, beware of the Con- 
ciſion, and walk in Wiſdom towards our 
ſelves, as well as them that are without. 
Should one of the Primitive Chriſtians 
ariſe from the Dead, and behold the De- 
bates, Envyings, Strites. Backbitings, 
W hifperingss, Swellings, Tumults, that 
are now among Chriſtians, he . N 

think 
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think the very Nature of Chriſtianity 
was changed, and that Holy Religion, 
which was wont to transform Men from 
barbarous Cannibals,into harmleſs inot- 
ſenſive Beings, had ſufter'd a Metamor- 
phoſis, and loſt all its amiable and native 
Charms. But I am perſwaded better of 
you, my Brethren, and that you have a 
ſerious regard for the things that make 
for Peace, tho? the Iniquity ofthe Times 
conſtrain us thus to ſpeak. I am ſenſible 
before what a Learned Auditory, I diſ- 
courſe, and how much more need I have 
of receiving Exhortations, than of giving 
any; But if St. Paul exhorted Timothy 
(who had a Divine x Zh) to ſtir up the 
Gift that was in him; it may not ſeem 
im proper in theſe divided Times, to pro- 
voke one another unto Love, and to good 
Works, by Exhortations to Unity, Peace, 
and Concord. I am not Ignorant many 
cauſleſs Jealouſies and Suſpicions, have of 
late been Mduſtriouſly fomented by ſome, 
that they may carry on their paltry De- 
ſigns of Intereſt and Advantage, and that 
chiefly by ſeparating our Body; but had 
wean Alli-tceing Eye, could we but diſcern 
what is acting behind the Curtain, l doubt 
not but we ſhould find, Men were Lovers 
of Pleaſure more than Lovers of God; and 
that while they pretended a. Zeal tor Re- 
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ligion, they were looking to therr own 
Quar- 
ter. I know it is ſuggeſted by ſome (and 
accordingly made ſuch a Mark of Divi- 
ſion and Separation among us, that Bar- 
nabas and Paul can now no longer, as Fel- 
low-Labourers, accompany together) 
that many of our Brotherhood keep com- 
pany and converſe with thoſe that are 
bitter Enemies to our Church, and no 
Lovers of the Clergy ; hence, ſome call 
us Presbyterians, others Papiſts, and 
a third ſay, Wie are they that turn the World 
up ſide down, I preſume I am not now 
concern'd to Anſwer all the Cavils and 
Objections fooliſh and unreaſonable Men 
ſhall! be able to raiſe againſt us; let it 
then ſuffice to ſpeak at preſent only to 
the firſt: Are not many of our Reverend 
Prelates, the Glory and Honour of Chriſt's 
Church, traduc'd by the Nameof Preſbyre- 
ian Biſhops? And can there be any thing 
more Fooliſh and Weak than ih an Ap- 
pellation? Yea, *tis a Contradiction in 
the very Expreſſion; and yet, ſuch hath 
been the Folly and Madneſs of the Peo- 
ple, that it has gone for Current. But 
alas! What Reaſon is there (when Men 
are Willing to let their Moderation be 
known unto all, that by any Means they 
may gain ſome) their Good ſhould be 
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Evil fpaken of? If the ſame Mind be 
in us, Which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus ;if 
we ſhew Men theInnocenceof the Dove, 
tis to be hoped, we ſhall be ſo prudent, 
25 to reſerve to our ſelves the Wiſdom of 
the Serpent. Can any one be ſo ung rate- 
ful, ſuch a Nero todeſtroy that good Mo. 
ther, by whom he lives, and who nou- 
riſhes him with the Breaſts of her Con- 
ſolation? Can it be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 
dur Soul would ever come into the ſe- 
ret of ſuch, as have Evil Will at Sion, 
the Joy of the whole Earth) and would 
down with it, down with it, even to the 
round? He that deſtroys his own Houſe, 
ad beſt conſider whether he is able to 
puild it up more Glorious, upon a ſure 
oundation: If there be any ſuch (for 
ve know them not) as have evil Will at 
Dion, let them be as the Graſs growing upon 
e Houſe-top, which withereth before it be 
Muck'd up: Tea, if I have forget thee, 0 
Jeruſalem, let my Right Hand forget her 
unning ! And to as many as will walk 
Iccording to this Rule, Peace be on them, 
nd Mercy, and upon the Jrael of God! 
\s to the Second Objection, our keeping 
Company and Converſing with thoſe by 
Whom our Reverend Body is leſs eſteem- 
d and reſpected: There is nothing in it, 
ut Jealouſy and Suſpicion: For the 
Truth 
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Truth of this, let us conſider what great 
Augmentation our Church has receiv'd 
under their Adminiſtration, and then let 
us count them our Enemies if we can: 
Yea, Experience teaches us they are ſo far 
from being Haters of the Clergy (whom 
no Places of Preferment, no Changes of 
Times can work upon) that none Reve- 
rence and Reſpect them more: Nay, 'tis 
certain, that under the Shadow and Pro- 
tection of their Wings, many ha ve found 
a kind Shelter, and an acceptable Place 
of Refuge, till the Tyranny and Oppreſ- 
ſion they have met with from the cauſe 
leſs Enemies of their own Houſe, have 


been gone and paſt : Theſe are the pro- 


r Times to try the Sincerity of Friends; 
and many ſuch as have reſcued us from 
the Jaw of the Lion, and the Paw of the 
Bear; that have receiv'd a Prophet in the 
Name of a Prophet; receive a Prophet's 
Reward, 1n the great Day of Retributi- 
on ! But alas, why ſhould we, the Ser- 
vants of the moſt High God (with won 
there is no Variableneſs nor Shadow of Turi- 
ing) fix our Love or Hatred to each other, 
from things that are as mutable and in- 
conſtant as the Wind and Weather ? I 
ſay as the Wind and Weather; for ſuch 
are the Iniquities of the Times we 
now live in, that to be Beloved or Hated 
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A Viſttation Sermon. 24 
by others, is not owing ſo much to the 
the great Good we do (as it ought to 
be) or the Honour of our Function, as 
to the vain Conceipts and Opinions of 
Men, who have different Intereſts a 
carrying on, and are made up of PAR- 
HALITV. Rex eris, ſi rede facies, ais 
guicquid ao. When we do what is plea- 
ſing to Men, we ſhall have their Fa- 
your and Acceptance, and no longer: 
Upon this Score, Herod and Pontius Pi- 
late ſhall become Friends; otherwiſe 
every Brother will ſupplant, and every 
Friend deal treacherouſly with us. 80 
Partial-are the Times we are now ſunk 
into! So void of that Wiſdom which ts. 
from' Above, which is full of Mercy and 
good Fruits, without Partiality * and with. james 3. 
out Hypoerifie ! But for an irrefragable 7. 
Argument to this Objection; I can 
ſpeak it from perſonal Experience, that 
there,are many who Stile themſelves the 
genuine Sons of our Church, that are 
very Inſtruments of Cruelty to us the 
Clergy : Yea, that are fo far from reve- 
rencing the Prieſthood, and the Fathers 
of our Church, that they are never better 
pleas'd, than when they ſhoot out their 
Arrows againſt them, even bitter Wards; 
and rejoyce to lay upon us Burthens, 


Grievous and Heavy te be bokn*; ſuch,” Quorum 


indeed, na fui, 
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indeed, 2s are utterly inſupportable with. 
Out & ſuperiour To and Aſhſtance, the 
Grace und Favour of. God ; ang ſhall 
-we, Who are thus roughly handled by 
thoſe that ſhould-be our Friends for our 


great Work and Labour of Love, in 


endeayauring.to prelent them Holy, and 
unblamable and Ynreproveable in Gods 
Sight at the latter Day, be wanting in 
our Love and Charity, and in our good 
Will and Affection towards each other 
God forbid! for how good and how plea. 
fant a Thing i is it, for Brethren to del 
together in Unity! When Things are 
thus, When Hand joyns in Hand, O bon 


Ami able are thy Dwellings O Lord of Holte 


Finally then, my Brethren, farewel, /: 
. of good. Comfort, be of one Mind, live in 
PEACE, aud the Gad o Love and Peace 
ſhall be wit y jou. Which | God if his 9 


Mercy grant, &c. 
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